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This invention relates to a mouthpiece cover and. in
particular to a guard for protecting the mouth of a per-
son utilizing an instrument having a mouthpiece as a
whistle,

This application is a continuation-in-part of my appli-
cation Serial No. 592,290, filed June 19, 1956 and now
abandoned.

Where the user is inveolved in physical activity, such
as sports, a considerable possibility of injury to the user’s
teeth or oral regiom arises as the result of inadvertent
jostling or striking of the user’s head or the instrument
itself,

Another problem arising in the use of such instruments
is that they are often made of metal or similar heat-
conducting material and, when used in a sub-freezing at-
mosphere, tend to cause the user’s lips and adjacent oral
region to freeze thereto. This freezing may be both ex-
tremely painful and injurious to the user.

Another problem arising in the use of such instru-
ments is that often a number of different people may use
the same instrument without a proper cleaning thereof
between uses. This may result in the transfer of bacteria
and similar undesirable material. .

The principal feature of this invention is the provision
of a new and improved mouthpiece cover. Ancther
feature is that the cover is arranged to protect the teeth
and oral region of the user both laterally and endwise
of the mouthpiece.

A further feature is that the cover is readily replace-
able allowing it to be removed for cleaning or discard-
ing and zllowing a plurality thereof to be used by each
of a plurality of persons, whereby cach person may have
his own cover for use with a common instrument.

Still another feature is that the cover is formed of
resilient material for improved shock absorption and
protection of the teeth and oral region of the user, the
resilient nature thereof allowing a firm retention of the
cover on the mouthpiece.

Yet another feature of the invention is that the cover
is of simple, one-piece construction affording economy
of mannfacture and simplicity of maintenance.

A still further feature of the invention is the provision
of a cover for use with an instrument mouthpiece, ar-
ranged for positive reiention on the instrument.

Other features and advantages of this invention will
be apparent from the following description taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings wherein:

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a mouthpiece cover en-
bodying the invention, installed on a whistle;

Figure 2 is a side elevaticn thereof with portions broken
away;

Figure 3 is a rear elevation thereof; and

Figure 4 is a perspective view thereof.

In the exemplary embodiment of the invention, as
seen in Figures 1 to 4 of the drawings, a whistle cover
110 is shown mounted on the mouthpiece 111 of an in-
strument such as whistle 112. 1t should be understood
that the inventive comcept comprehends mouthpiece
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covers suitable for use with instruments and devices other
than whistles, and the specific construction shown is illus-
trative of covers usable with such other instruments and
devices.

Cover 119 is preferably formed of a resilient material,
such as latex rubber or soft plastic material, which is
boih vieldable and soft, and of low heat conductivity,
A tubular portion 13 of the cover is arranged to conform
generally to the shape of and to be yieldably disposed
over mouthpiece 1131 of the whistle, as best seen in
Figure 2. At its inner end, portion 113 is provided with
an inturned flange portion 1134 which is adapted to cover
the end of mouthpiece 111, with the opening 1135 de-
fined by portion 1132 having a substantial area to main-
tain the cpening 111a through the mouthpiece completely
accessible. By making portion 113 slightly smaller than
the mouthpiece, when the cover is dispcsed on the
mouthpiece, it will be held thereon by the gripping action
of the resilient material, while yet allowing ready removal,
when desired.

At the outer end of tubular portion 113, the cover is
provided with a laterally extending portion for protecting
the lips of the user from contact with the whistle body.
In the embodiment of the drawings, this extension com-

5 prises a depending apron, or extension, 115 which may

be made integral with tubniar portion 1i3 and which
is arranged to extend a substantial distance to assure
prevention of lip contact with the whistle. In instru-
ments where contact above the mouthpiece might occur,
an upstanding element (not shown) may be provided, and
similar laterally sidewardly extending elements may be
used where desired.

An illustrative use of my device showing certain of
the fzatures thereof would be one wherein a whistle were
employed in an athletic exercise out of doors on a cold
day with several persons successively utilizing the whistie.
Each of the persons could use his or her own cover by
simply removing the previously installed cover and sub-
stituting his or her own. The whistle mouthpiece could
be ailowed to remain in the mouth of the user with the
tubular portion 113 protecting the user’s teeth and mouth
from centact with the whistle mouthpiece, the flange por-
tion 113a protecting the user’s teeth from an inward
movement of the mouthpiece thereagainst, and the exten-
sion 15 protecting the user's lower lip from injurious
contact with the whistle body.

ron removal from the mouthpiece, cover 10 may be
cleaned by suitable washing, the simple construction
thereof allowing complete and simple cleaning. Further,
because of the simple conmsiruction, the cost of the
manuiacture of the cover is extremely low allowing re-
placement therecf whenever desired.

At the upper outer end of the tubular portion 113, is a
reinforcing boss 114 which is preferably formed inte-
grally with the tubular portion. Boss 114 acts as an
improved grasping means for use in moving the tubular
portion 213 over the whistle mouthpiece and further serves
to reinforce the tubular porticn against tearing or similar
deformation.

Exiension 115 is arranged to extend around a major por-
tion of a body 116 of the whistle. Extension 115 com-
prises a front portion 1182 functioning to prevent con-
tact of the user’s lip with the whistle body.

To improve the positive retaining action of extension
115 around whistle body 116, a pair of side walls 1155
and 118c extend from tubular portion 13 to adjacent the
outer end of extension 115. Extension 115 thus defines a
recess 117 in which a major portion of the whistle body
116 is effectively locked, thereby positively retaining the
whistle cover on the whistle. When it is desired to remove
the cover from the whistle, the resilient nature of the
cover allows the ready swinging of the extension 115 about
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the outer end of tubular portion 113 to slip the extension
from the whistle body and allow the longitudinal with-
drawal of the tubular portion from mouthpiece 111.

The conventional whistle is provided with a connecting
ring 118 secured to the whistle by means of a post 119
projecting from the rear portion of the whistle body. To
permit extension 115 to surround a sufficient portion of
the rear of the whistle body, an indentation 1154 may be
provided in the outer end of the extension.
 While the conformable nature of the cover 11§ causes
the external configuration of the whistle to be reproduced
by the enclosing cover portions, to provide improved
retaining coaction with the user’s front teeth, the tubular
portion may be formed at 128 to present an external
configuration similar to the ridge 121 conventionally
formed on the whistle mouthpiece. It should be noted
that the coaction between portion 120 and the ridge 121
serves as an additional positive cover retaining means.

In installing cover 11§, reinforcement 114 provides

an improved means for grasping tubular portion 113 and *

moving it over mouthpiece 111 of the whistle. Extension
115 may be concurrently employed in urging the tubular
portion over the mouthpiece, and, when the tubular por-
tion is fully installed the extension may be allowed to
swing automatically into place around the whistle body.
The improved. locking retention of the cover 11 pre-
cludes the inadvertent removal of the cover from the
whistle due to such a condition as a decrease in the
frictional retaining force occasioned by introduction of
moisture such as saliva: between whistle mouthpiece 111
and cover portion 113. This positive retention, together
with the yielding nature of the resilient cover, which per-
mits the mouth muscles to contract properly, allows the
retention of the whistle in the user’s mouth over pro-
tracted periods of time without discomfort to the user or
accidenta] separation of the cover from the whistle.

While I have shown and described certain embodi-
ments. of my invention, it is to be understood that it is
capable of many modifications. Changes, therefore, in
the construction and arrangement may be made without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as
disclosed in the appended claims.

I claim: :

1. Means for protecting the mouth of a person utilizing
an instrument having a mouthpiece arranged for normal
use and a body, said means comprising a yieldable cover
having a first, tubular portion readily removably dis-
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posable over the mouthpiece and another portion extend-
ing tramsversely from the tubular portion to preclude
contact of the lower lip of the user with the instrument
body, said another portion further having side walls and
extending from said tubular portion to have partial sur-
rounding relationship with the instrument body trans-
versely of the tubular portion to lock releasably the
cover on the instrument.

2. Means for protecting the mouth of a person utiliz-
ing an instrument having a mouthpiece arranged for nor-
mal use and a body provided with a supporting means
extending therefrom opposite said mouthpiece, said means
comprising a yieldable cover having a first portion readily
removably disposable over the mouthpiece and an ex-
tension depending from the first portion for surrounding
the instrument body at least to a point opposite the
mouthpiece, said extension being provided with an in-
dentation for avoiding interference by the instrument
supporting means. '

3. Means for protecting the mouth of a person utiliz-
ing an instrument having a mouthpiece and a body ex-
tending from an end of the mouthpiece, comprising a
cover having a first, tubular portion readily removably
disposable over the mouthpiece and a locking portion ex-
tending from one end of the tubular portion and having
a transverse wall precluding contact of the mouth of the
person with the body of the instrument, said locking por-
tion further being arranged o extend around the body of
the instrument to engage the body on a surface portion
thereof extending transversely to and facing away from
the  mouthpiece portion theteby to lock ‘the cover on
the instrument. o ‘
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